
DINFOS, Fort Meade, MD - As part of its Joint Intermediate Public Affairs Course (JIPAC), the 
Defense Information School has hosted a series of high-level speakers from a variety of 
governmental, non-governmental and international organizations.  The speakers have focused 
on inter-agency public affairs coordination, defense support to public diplomacy, and 
understanding the work of NGOs and non-DoD organizations such as the United Nations.   
 
Given its significant overseas presence, the US military is being called upon more than ever to 
engage foreign audiences using public affairs and public diplomacy strategies to achieve 
national objectives. It is therefore essential that military public affairs officers understand how to 
synchronize these efforts with non-DoD agencies, both domestically and internationally, and be 
familiar with the US Government agencies operating alongside US forces.  Likewise, it is 
important that public affairs officers know which other actors will be active at the PA level 
overseas, such as the United Nations, Red Cross and NGOs.   
 
Guests during the first two weeks have included Matt Lussenhop, Director of Public Diplomacy 
Training at the State Department; Andrew Strike, Defense Press Liaison for the State 
Department’s Foreign Press Center; Robert Hunter, former US Ambassador to NATO; Patrick 
McCrummen, Vice President for Communications of the American Red Cross; Stanley Heath, 
Chief PA Planner for the Dept of Homeland Security; William Davis, Senior United Nations 
representative in Washington, DC; and Emily Burrows, Civil-Military Relations Advisor to 
Catholic Relief Services, a Baltimore-based NGO.   
 
DINFOS began the first iteration of JIPAC on June 23 with 28 mid-grade military and civilian 
PAOs.  The four-week course is a demanding academic program designed to challenge 
students to think about the public affairs profession apart from the daily rigors of supporting the 
operational mission. JIPAC features full days of lecture and discussion and is complemented by 
off-duty hours of academic research and writing.  Course topics include: communication 
strategies, PA and civil-military operations, cultural influences on communication and new 
media.  The course also includes two days of field trips to Washington DC and Baltimore.  
 
JIPAC graduates are qualified to serve as Joint Task Force public affairs officers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


