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“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
 in moments of comfort and convenience, but where 
 he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

(Strength to Love, 1963) 
  

 Dr. King was born Michael Luther King in Atlanta on Jan. 15, 1929 — one of the three 
children of Martin Luther King Sr., pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church, and Alberta 
(Williams) King, a former schoolteacher. (He was renamed "Martin" when he was about 
6 years old.) . After going to local grammar and high schools, King enrolled in 
Morehouse College in Atlanta in 1944. He wasn't planning to enter the ministry, but then 
he met Dr. Benjamin Mays, a scholar whose manner and bearing convinced him that a 
religious career could be intellectually satisfying. Upon receiving his bachelor's degree in 
1948, King attended Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, Pa., winning the Plafker 
Award as the outstanding student of the graduating class, and the J. Lewis Crozer 
Fellowship as well. King completed the coursework for his doctorate in 1953 and was 
granted the degree two years later upon completion of his dissertation.  

Married by then, King returned South to become pastor, along with his father, of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta.  There, he made his first mark on the civil rights 
movement by mobilizing the black community during a 382-day boycott of the city's bus 
lines. King endured arrest and other violent harassment, including the bombing of his 
home. Ultimately, the U.S. Supreme Court declared bus segregation unconstitutional.  

A national hero and a civil-rights figure of growing importance, King summoned together 
a number of black leaders in 1957 and laid the groundwork for the organization now 
known as the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was elected its 
president, and he soon began helping other communities organize their own protests 
against discrimination. Three years later, King's nonviolent tactics were put to their most 
severe test in Birmingham, during a mass protest for fair hiring practices and the 
desegregation of department store facilities. Police brutality used against the marchers 
dramatized the plight of blacks to the nation at large, with enormous impact. King was 
arrested, but his voice was not silenced: He wrote "Letter From Birmingham Jail" to 
refute his critics: eight fellow clergymen who had issued a statement urging that the battle 
against segregation be fought in the courts rather than by direct action. 

Death came for King on April 4, 1968.  While standing on the balcony of the 
Lorraine Hotel in Memphis with Jesse Jackson and Ralph Abernathy, he was shot in the 
neck by James Earl Ray. Ray was arrested in London, England on June 8, 1968 and 
returned to Memphis to stand trial for the assassination.  On March 9, 1969, before 
coming to trial, he entered a guilty plea and was sentenced to ninety-nine years in the 
Tennessee State Penitentiary. (By a terrible coincidence, Dr. King’s mother, Alberta, was 
shot and killed on June 30, 1974, as she was playing the organ at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta where her father, husband, and son had all been pastors.). 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/mlk/king/words/birmingham.html


 The area in Atlanta where Dr. King is entombed is located on Freedom Plaza and 
surrounded by the Freedom Hall Complex of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. (organized by Coretta Scott King in 1969).  The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Historic Site, a 23-acre area was listed as a National Historic Landmark 
on May 5, 1977 and was made a National Historic Site on October 10, 1980 by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. His birthday, Jan. 15, is a national holiday, celebrated each 
year with educational programs, artistic displays, and concerts throughout the United 
States. The Lorraine Hotel where he was shot is now the National Civil Rights Museum.   

 
 

INTERNET SITES 

  
Timeline of Events in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Life: This is part of Louisiana State 
University’s observance of MLK Day and Black History Month:   
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/srs216.html
  
A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/mlking.htm
  
Martin Luther King’s “Letter From Birmingham Jail-1963” 
http://nobelprizes.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html  

  
Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream Speech” 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
  
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project at Stanford University: Included under 
the link “Popular Requests, are Letter From Birmingham Jail, I Have a Dream Speech, 
and Nobel Acceptance Speech (all in PDF and QuickTime and Real Media formats). 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/
  
The King Center for Nonviolent Social Change: 
http://www.thekingcenter.org/
  
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Site: 
http://www.nps.gov/malu/
  
Birthplace of a Leader: Tour of Dr. King’s Atlanta: 
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/DESTINATIONS/9801/king/
  
National Civil Rights Museum: The museum occupies the site of the Lorraine Motel, 
where Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968: 
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/
  

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/mlk/perspectives/holiday/
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/srs216.html
http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/mlking.htm
http://nobelprizes.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/
http://www.thekingcenter.org/
http://www.nps.gov/malu/
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/DESTINATIONS/9801/king/
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/


  
 

Selected Resources in the Savanuck Library 
(All are available for check out) 

                                                                                                                                   

An American Death; the True Story of the Assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Greatest Manhunt of 
our Time by            Frank Gerold; Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, c1972. (364.1524 F828) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 1929-1968; Chicago, Johnson Pub. 
Co., c1968. (323.40924 M379) 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr.; a Profile; New York, Hill and 
Wang, c1970. (323.40924 L737) 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr.--to the Mountaintop/ by Wm. R
Witherspoon; Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, c1985. (323.4092
W824) 

oge
 
r 

  
Who Killed Martin Luther King? : The True Story by the Alleged Assassin / by James Earl 
Ray; Washington, D.C.: National Press Books, c1992.  (364.1524 R263) 
  
Black Heroes / by Jessie Carney Smith: Canton, MI:  Visible Ink Press, c 2001. (973.049 B627) 
  
Along Martin Luther King: Travels on Black America’s Main Street / by Jonathan Tilove; 
New  
York:  Random House, c2003. (973.0496 T579) 
  
I Have a Dream (Includes I Have a Dream and highlights of other major speeches given by Dr. 
King); Soundworks U.S.A., Inc, 2004. (323.4 M381) DVD  
  
A Knock at Midnight: Original Recordings of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. (Collection of 
the sermons of Dr. King given at Ebenezer Baptist Church and in other churches).  (252.06 K53)  
CD 
  
Great Speeches, Narrated by Edward Roehling, EVG, 1985.  Includes the I Have a Dream 
Speech. (808.51 G786). CD 
  
NewsBank: Special Reports—People in the News: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Online 
Database  (accessible only from within the DINFOS and the detachments). 
http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-
search/we/Static/?p_product=King&f_location=king&p_theme=current&p_action=list&p_nbid=
T52Y49BHMTE2ODQ0MDM1Ny42MDU0MTY6MToxNDoxOTkuMTIyLjU0LjIwMA
  

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Static/?p_product=King&f_location=king&p_theme=current&p_action=list&p_nbid=T52Y49BHMTE2ODQ0MDM1Ny42MDU0MTY6MToxNDoxOTkuMTIyLjU0LjIwMA
http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Static/?p_product=King&f_location=king&p_theme=current&p_action=list&p_nbid=T52Y49BHMTE2ODQ0MDM1Ny42MDU0MTY6MToxNDoxOTkuMTIyLjU0LjIwMA
http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Static/?p_product=King&f_location=king&p_theme=current&p_action=list&p_nbid=T52Y49BHMTE2ODQ0MDM1Ny42MDU0MTY6MToxNDoxOTkuMTIyLjU0LjIwMA
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