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COOK 

 Picture  this :  a  sketch of  a  vibrant  blue and white  s t reaked sky 

with an F-16 caught  motionless  in  the t ranqui l  scene.   A burst  of  f lames 

extend from the engine into the indigo atmosphere.   Missi les  suspended 

from both wings of  the a i rcraf t  s tand ready to  launch at  a  moments  

not ice  as  the mission cont inues  on.  

 Marine Sgt .  Robert  B.  Cook,  a  Basic  Mult imedia  Instructor  is  

the  Mil i tary Graphic  Art is t  of  the  Year  who won the compet i t ion in  

three categories  that  consis ted of  Digi ta l  Art ,  Web Design,  and a  

honorable  ment ion in  I l lust ra t ion.    

     -more-  
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 Cook said,  “We’ve evolved in  layout  and design.   I f  you look at  

the  old layout  and design verses  the new layout  and design programs 

there  is  no comparison.   The old layout  and design was done by hand,  

and i t  wasn’t  as  technical  as  i t  i s  now,” he said .  

 “Design got  more and more s implis t ic  with  technology and t ime,  

but  by the same token,  design has  become more professional  and 

t r imly,”  said  Cook.  

 Air  Force Tech.  Sgt .  Brendan F.  Kavanaugh,  a  Basic  Mult imedia  

instructor ,  sa id  his  re la t ionship with Cook is  a  constant  learning 

rela t ionship.   

 “I  have been in  the service for  15 years  and he has  been in  for  

nine years so our  different  s tyles  complement  each other ,”  said  

Kavanaugh.   

 Kavanaugh said that  Cook is  very knowledgeable .   

 “He blows me away and he can s t i l l  get  i t  down to  the basic  

level  so that  the  s tudent  understands.   He is  constant ly  educat ing 

himself .  I t ’s  not  just  design or  computer  graphics  that  he fur thers  his  

knowledge in .   He also takes  i t  upon himself  to  learn as  much as  

possible ,”  he said.  

 “When you ta lk  about  Robert  Cook you ta lk  passion,  especial ly  

when i t  comes to  teaching,”  said Kavanaugh.  



 “Beside the fact  that  Cook is  an outs tanding graphic  designer  

and a  great  instructor ,  he is  a lso a  character  i t  has  been my good 

for tune to  work with him,” said Kavanaugh.    

 Marine Sgt .  Stevie  N.  Hawkins said Cook is  very energet ic  and 

outgoing,  par t icular ly  when i t  comes to  graphic  design.  

 “He is  ful l  of  knowledge.   He taught  me a  lot  to  help me 

improve my job ski l ls  and to bet ter  my ski l ls  in  mult imedia  and 

design,”  said Hawkins.  

 Hawkins remembers  working with Cook las t  year  on f lyers  for  

the Marine Corps Bir thday Bal l ,  he  said.  

 “There is  a  computer  program that  a l lows you to  easi ly  place 

names on individual  name cards .   Cook showed me the different  

programs to  help make my job easier .  This  a l lowed me to  become more 

eff ic ient ,  work faster ,  and produce a  high qual i ty  product ,  “said 

Hawkins.  

   In  addi t ion to  his  ful l  of  l i fe  character  Cook is  a  very rel igious 

man.  

 “My fai th  has  a  played major  par t  in  my l i fe ,”  said Cook.   “I  

feel  that  my creat ivi ty  and gif t s  come from my s t rong fai th .”  

 Cook grew up with his  mother ,  fa ther  and younger  brother  in  

Dal las ,  said Cook.   His  fa ther  was a  Bapt is t  minis ter  and his  up-

br inging was bui l t  on togetherness ,  he said .  

 Cook uses  his  fa i th  in  his  work and everything he does,  he said.  



 His  personal i ty  is  ref lected in  his  ar t is t ic  renderings while  his  

ski l ls  in  graphic  design raise  the  bar  for  incoming mult imedia  

designers .   As he passes  on to  the next  generat ion the ski l ls  they need 

to  know, they wil l  s tand ready to  launch at  a  moments  not ice  and 

confident ly  accomplish any mission.  

 


