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 Forty-f ive soldiers  and their  family members  showed up for  a  

new worship service Sunday evening at  Cavalry Chapel  here .  

 Capt .  Joseph C.  “Bo” Welch,  the Defense Information School  

Chaplain here ,  s tar ted a  service cal led “The Refuge” for  anyone,  but  i t  

i s  geared toward s tudents  who at tend DINFOS. 

 “I t  has  taken about  s ix  months  to get  this  point ,  and there  were 

only a  few gl i tches,”  said  Welch.   “We had some diff icul ty  get t ing the 

sound to  work,  but  a l l  in  a l l  the  service went  very wel l .”  

 I t  i s  a  new Chris t ian worship experience that  serves  the Fort  

Meade community including s tudents  and facul ty  at  DINFOS, said 

Welch.  
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 “Everyone is  welcome to  a t tend The Refuge,”  said Welch.  

 Dis t r ibuted f lyers  bi l led the service as  a  contemporary and 

casual  service .  

 The chaplain walked up and down the center  is le  with a  

microphone asking quest ions and encouraging those in  a t tendance to  

respond with their  thoughts  and answers .  

 The worship band for  The Refuge’s  f i rs t  service consis ted of  

two gui tars ,  a  bass  gui tar ,  drummer,  keyboard,  and an Afr ican rhythm 

drum.  Welch used a  s l ide  presentat ion with notes  and a  c l ip  f rom the 

movie “The Passion of  the Chris t” .   

 Mixed in  with  soldiers  in  regular  uniforms were those dressed in  

casual  c ivi l ian c lothes  and mil i tary physical  t ra ining uniforms.   The 

chaplain  was in  s lacks and a  casual  shir t  wi th  no t ie .  

 “I t  fe l t  more l ike  a  service that  I ’m used to ,”  said Pvt .  Kent  S.  

Redmond,  who is  a t tending the Basic  Publ ic  Affairs  Special is t -

Broadcaster  course at  DINFOS. 

 Redmond said he is  used to  lots  of  s inging and a  casual  

a tmosphere where everyone worships  how they feel  led.  

 “This  type of  service is  much more contemporary than I’m used 

to ,  however ,  I ’ l l  cont inue to  a t tend regular ly ,”  said Pfc .  Stacey Bonnar ,  

a  publ ic  affairs  s tudent  a t  the  school .  
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 Bonnar  said used to  a t tend a  Church of  Chris t  service in  which 

they s ing without  inst ruments .  

 Services  are  scheduled for  every Sunday from 4 p.m.  to  5:30 

p.m.  a t  Cavalry Chapel ,  Bui lding 8465,  a t  the  corner  of  Simonds Street  

and 6th Armored Cavalry Road.    
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