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 FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md.  - -  Nine sai lors  comprised the 

f i rs t  Navy Mass Communicat ion Special is t  c lass ,  which graduated May 

16 from the Defense Information School  here .  

The s tudents  are  the f i rs t  sa i lors  to  go through this  s ix-month 

course,  which s tar ted Nov.  15,  s ince the Navy merged the jobs of  an 

i l lust ra tor ,  journal is t ,  photographer  and draf tsman to  create  the mult i -

purpose Mass Communicat ion Special is t .  

 Previously,  sai lors  learned only one of  those communicat ions-

related discipl ines ,  depending on their  ass igned rates .  The 109-day MC 

course was establ ished because technology in  the Navy is  integrat ing 

the communicat ion occupat ions,  said  Navy Chief  Pet ty  Off icer  Jason L.  

Carter ,  a  Mass Communicat ion course instructor  a t  DINFOS. I t  makes 

sense to  combine the courses  because i t  s t reamlines  and saves  money,  

Carter  said.  

 Navy Senior  Chief  Pet ty  Off icer  Dave Fi tz ,  the  

noncommissioned off icer  in  charge of  the Publ ic  Affairs  Department  a t  

DINFOS, said  these graduates wil l  become force mult ipl iers  in  the 

f leet .  

 “The MC students  are  very for tunate  because we just  merged our  

(communicat ion occupat ions)  so these students  wil l  have more 

advanced t ra ining than previous s tudents ,”  Fi tz  said.    



 Navy Capt .  Thomas P.  Van Leunen Jr . ,  the  deputy chief  of  

information at  the  Pentagon,  was the guest  speaker  for  the graduat ion 

ceremony.   

 Van Leunen’s  speech explained the s ignif icance of  mass  

communicat ions,  and reminded the graduates  to  a lways be confident  of  

their  abi l i t ies .  

 The MC graduates  offered advice of  their  own to  sai lors  

fol lowing in  their  foots teps .  

 “The only advice I  would pass  on to  the future  MC students  is  

to  ask a  lot  of  quest ions during class ,”  said  Navy Seaman Recrui t  

Chrystal  Booth,  an MC class  graduate .  “I t  is  a  long course,  but  as  long 

as  you maintain your  focus and discipl ine,  you wil l  re ta in  the 

knowledge.”  

 Navy Seaman Terrence Siren was recognized as  the c lass’s  

dis t inguished honor  graduate  for  having the highest  overal l  average.  

The other  graduates  were Booth,  Seaman Matthew Daniels ,  Seaman 

Apprent ice  Andrew Dunlap,  Seaman Recrui t  Sabrina Hamil ton,  Seaman 

Apprent ice  Anthony Harding,  Seaman Apprent ice  Michael  Lindsay,  

Seaman Apprent ice  Jeffrey Mil i tzer  and Seaman Kilho Park.  

 Regardless  of  f inal  grades,  a l l  of  the MC graduates  said they 

feel  a  s t rong sense of  accomplishment  for  complet ing this  chal lenging 

course  and are  ready for  the  next  of  the  careers .  



 “I t  feels  l ike  we are  a  par t  of  his tory,”  said Booth.  “We were 

t rained very wel l  and I  can’t  wai t  to  apply the techniques when I  get  to  

the  f leet .”  


