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Edward C. Raleigh, 89, a retired Army colonel who worked in public affairs, died
of complications after intestinal surgery Jan. 26 at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital.
He lived in Alexandria.

Considered "an early champion of maximum disclosure and minimum delay,"
according to his 2002 induction in the U.S. Army Public Affairs Hall of Fame,
Col. Raleigh put that philosophy to the test in 1968 when he found himself in the
middle of a public relations crisis.

Some 6,400 sheep near the Army's Dugway Proving Ground in Utah were found
dead, poisoned by a deadly nerve agent called VX, which had been stockpiled at
the base. Col. Raleigh, serving at the Army Materiel Command, insisted on a
quick response to the public outrage, which became a national controversy over
how the Army stored and secured toxic materials. According to the Hall of Fame,
"What could have been a disastrous incident critical of the Army actually resulted
in the media and public's understanding of what actually occurred. This event
later became a 'case study' on how to successfully handle high profile incidents."

Mr. Raleigh was born in Seattle and graduated from the University of
Washington. He enlisted in the state's National Guard in 1940. After graduating
from Officer Candidate School, he served in anti-aircraft artillery units with the
1st Infantry Division in Italy and France.

After World War 11, he served in the Army Reserve and was recalled to active
duty, serving in Japan until 1955. Col. Raleigh completed the Army Information
School and was ordered to the Pentagon to serve as the deputy chief for the
Army's Community Relations Section. He also served in France, Korea and
Turkey. He received a master's degree in 1965 from the University of Wisconsin.

Col. Raleigh retired in 1971 and became publication director of the National
Business Forms Association in Alexandria. He retired a second time in 1999.

He was a past president of the Alexandria Rotary Club and a member of Pohick
Episcopal Church. His wife of 58 years, Hyacintha Raleigh, died in 2000.

He had no immediate survivors.



