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ENGLISH DIAGNOSTIC TEST (MINI -VERSION) 

DIRECTIONS 

 

 

This test contains 25 sentences covering five areas: capitalization, punctuation, grammar, 

sentence structure and word usage.  Each sentence contains four highlighted parts labeled A, B, C 

and D. 

You must identify the error, if any, in each sentence.  If there is an error in a sentence, there 

will be only one error in that sentence. 

Number your paper from one to 25.  On your answer sheet, write the letter of the highlighted 

section that contains the error next to the number of the sentence.  The error can occur due to 

incorrect word usage, omission of punctuation, incorrect use of punctuation, incorrect grammar, 

omission of a capital letter or incorrect use of a capital letter.  Highlighted sections that extend 

beyond words refer to possible punctuation omissions in that space. 

Some sentences are correct as written.  If you believe a sentence does not contain an error, 

write the letter E next to the number of the sentence. 
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1. Whenever people think about the west, they imagine cowboys, cactuses and coyotes. 

             A                                             B                                C                                 D 

 

2. "New ideas are introduced each day," said Thomas, "creative people keep thinking of 

                  A                                       B                         C 

them.” 

         D 

 

3. When we went shopping in the largest mall in Maryland, we saw some spanish figurines  

                                                                                      A                                   B           C 

on sale at the jewelry store. 

                               D 

 

4.  It's a good idea to clean up the area if the General is expected to tour the facilities with the 

      A                                                                   B                                               C                                                        

inspection team. 

                 D 

 

5.  The three teens jumped into the raft and rode the rapids down Mohawk river toward the lake. 

                        A                                    B                                                         C                        D 

 

6. "Many papers were submitted for the contest, but only one was selected for the prize." said 

                                                                            A                                                        B 

Morton, the head of the department. 

                C                                 D 

 

7.  Parents dread the day when children ask the difficult question, "Where did I come from”? 

                                       A                    B                                        C                                     D 

 

8. According to everyones prediction, the best students will be the ones who study the 

                                   A                     B                   C 

hardest and turn in every assignment on time. 

          D 

 

9.  The parents knew it was time to leave the party, therefore, they told the children to get 

                  A                                             B             C              D 

ready to go. 

 

10. The boys found the perfect place to camp in the mountains, and pitched a tent before  

               A                                       B                                       C 

      the sun set. 

                    D 
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11. Since we collect bottle caps, several friends decided to save them for Sam and I. 

     A      B              C                       D 

 

12. Each of the glasses in the crystal set were broken in the move from overseas. 

                                     A                              B     C                        D 

 

13. The young boys thought they had broke the lamp when it fell off the table and hit the floor. 

                         A                                     B                   C                                    D 

 

14. After school lets out for the summer, the boy and his friend always goes on an overnight 

                              A                         B                  C                                    D 

 camping trip. 

 

15. A departing renter must clean the apartment thoroughly before they can turn in the key to  

                                        A                                                          B       C                              D 

 the office. 

 

16. I stopped at the grocery store on my way home, and encountered an old friend from high 

                                                  A                             B                     

school.  I arrived home later than usual. 

          C                                      D 

 

17.  Although the student had done all the work and passed all the tests.  She was still not 

                                                                             A                                   B                                                               

       prepared to take the final exam at the end of the course because she did not sleep well. 

                                                       C                                                                                  D 

 

18. The tree came down in the middle of the storm, it did not hit anything.  We chopped it 

                             A                                       B                                                                                                                                                                                                             

up and used it as firewood in the fireplace. 

      C             D 

     

19.  High school students enjoy going to school so they can see friends, compare new clothes 

                                 A                                                B                    C 

  and socializing in the halls. 

                   D 

 

20.  When the fish were dumped into the stream; they were stunned by the cold water.  The  

                                 A               B                      C                           

       environmentalists were relieved to see them recover and swim away. 

            D 
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21. At the new convenience store near the mall, they will except all credit cards except  

    A                B    C 

       gasoline company cards.  Cash is an acceptable method of payment too. 

                     D 
 

22.  The mechanics and he went to help the women who's car had broken down on the 

                                      A    B                                      C 

 highway during the rainstorm. 

                   D 

 

23. The weather changed suddenly, and a hard rain pelted the small sailboat.  The sailors were  

         A         B 

   afraid the storm would break the boat’s mast or rip it’s sail. 

              C         D 

 

24. The path in the woods was to dark to use, so we had to take a detour route around the forest. 

        A      B 

The family was eating dessert  by the time we reached home. 

     C       D 

 

25.  There was an outcry when the brothers were found guilty because they tried to protect there 

            A                   B                                                                                                           C 

property in the desert. 

             D 

 

 

 

 

 


